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The Right To Be Forgotten and the Right
To Delete News Articles

A Critical Examination on the Proposed Revision of The
Press Arbitration Act

So Young Mun
Civil and Local Division Il Desk Chief, Seoul Newspaper

Minjeong Kim
Associate Professor, Hankuk University of Foreign Studies

The right to be forgotten (RTBF) has been a population notion to address privacy issues
associated with the digitalization of information and the dissemination of such
information over the global digital network. In May 2014, the European Court of Justice
(EC)) laid down a landmark RTBF decision to grant individuals the right to be de-listed
from search results. ECJ's RTBF decision sparked an increased interest in RTBF in South
Korea. Academic and non-academic commentators have provided a mistaken or
outstretched interpretation of RTBF in claiming that removal of news articles should be
read into RTBF in Korean law. Moreover, the Press Arbitration Commission of Korea
(PAC) has proposed revising the Press Arbitration Act (PAA) to allow the alleged victims
of news reporting to request the deletion of news stories. This article examines the
notion of RTBF from its origin to the latest development abroad and also critically
explores Korean laws regulation freedom of expression to evaluate if Korea needs the
proposed PAA revision.

KEY W O R D S right to be forgotten, request to be de-listed, Press Arbitration, Press
Arbitration Act



